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all phenomenal change; or we may endea-
vour, with Heraclitus, to conceive the uni-
verse as a system of incessant changes, immu-
table only in the law of its own mutability;
for these two systems may be regarded as
the type of all subsequent attempts. Both,
however, alike aim at an object which is
beyond positive conception,, and which can
be accepted only as something to be believed
in spite of its inconceivability. To conceive
an existence beyond the first moment of
time, and to connect that existence as cause
with the subsequent temporal succession of
effects, we must conceive time itself as non-
existent and then commencing to exist. But
when we make the effort to conceive time
as non-existent, we find it impossible to do
so. Time, as the universal condition of
human consciousness, clings round the very